Objective: The object of this study was to develop a simple and inexpensive test for detection of bacterial vaginosis (BV) in pregnant patients and to test its accuracy in a clinic population.
ecause of growing evidence [1] [2] [3] that bacterial vaginosis (BV) may be a contributing factor in preterm labor and delivery, a simple method for detection of BV is highly desirable. Schoonmaker et al. 4 recently described a new method for the diagnosis of BV using a proline aminopeptidase (PAMP) assay. They compared the Gram stain with 2 PAMP assays using either L-proline B-naphthyamide or L-proline P-nitroanalide as substrate in the diagnosis of BV. We have modified the proline nitroanalide assay and report here the resuits of this modified assay in the diagnosis of BV in asymptomatic and symptomatic pregnant patients.
We chose the proline nitroanalide substrate because proline naphthyamide yields a carcinogenic end product. 
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